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Snap Shot of the Regionôs Travel 

Trends and Needs  

So what do the surveys on different forms of transportation (or modes) say about the preferences, trends and 

needs in the region?  There is a wide range of answers to that question depending on which type of 

transportation we are talking about.  The survey results do offer some insights into journey to work statistics 

provided from the Census Bureau.   

 

PREFERENCES AND TRENDS 

 

The facts:  According to the most recent census data, the WAMPO region has a significantly higher percentage 

of people who drive to work alone than does the U.S. as a whole .  Even when compared to the state of Kansas, 

the WAMPO region shows almost 3% more people drive alone.  Since the WAMPO region does have a higher 

percentage of people who drive alone, it also means the region has a smaller percentage, when compared to the 

U.S. and the State, of people who use other forms of transportation such as bus, walking, or biking. 

 

Why?   Quick travel time.  First off, the average travel time to work is 

ÈÙÖÜÕËɯÚÌÝÌÕɯÔÐÕÜÛÌÚɯÓÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÈÝÌÙÈÎÌɯÈÕËɯ

ÈÉÖÜÛɯƕɤƖɯÔÐÕÜÛÌɯÓÌÚÚɯÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÛÌɀÚɯÈÝÌÙÈÎÌȭ 

Satisfaction with the roadway system.  The majority of survey 

responders reported being satisfied with the condition of the 

interstate, highways and major streets. 

 

What does this mean?  Simply put, driving is convenient.  The 

convenience is supported by the roadway surveys in which the 

region is seen as less congested than other areas (except when it 

comes to bad weather, accidents, or special events). 

 

Surprising results:  People that completed the bicycle and pedestrian surveys indicated they were willing to 

walk or bike much further than we previously thought.  However, when looking at the trip purpose, it is 

apparent that the majority of the walking and biking trips are for exercise or recreation.  

 

NEEDS 

 

Survey insights:  The surveys highlight some improvements that could be made to other forms of 

transportation that might make them more accessible and convenient. 

Bus:  Major reasons identified in the surveys of why people do not use the bus more often include, hours 

of service are not convenient, unable to get to desired destinations, and wait time at bus stops is too 

long. 

Biking:  The top reason people do not bike more often is due to a lack of bike lanes and or paths.  In 

addition to that, only 30% of the people responded that they felt safe as a bicyclist. 

Walking:  One of the top reasons people do not walk more often is due to lack of sidewalks and/or trails.  

Passenger rail:  This service does not exist in the region at this point in time.  However, a large majority 

(96%) reported being in favor of a rail service in the region, and 81% indicated they would use light rail 

is it was available. 
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MTP 2035, Where We Want To Go  

Survey Results for Six Forms of Transportation  

Surveys on six different forms of transportation were created to gain an understanding of the needs, concerns, 

ÈÕËɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛÐÌÚɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯÛÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÚàÚÛÌÔȭɯɯ3ÏÌÚÌɯÍÖÙÔÚȮɯÖÙɯɁÔÖËÌÚɂɯÖÍɯÛÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌȯɯɯ

air, bicycle, pedestrian, rail, roadways, and transit.  The surveys were available from September 11, 2009 

through November 2, 2009. 

 

Getting the Word Out  

An email was sent to all contacts on the WAMPO public notification distribution list.  

Announcements about the surveys were made on the radio, KMUW, 89.1. 

WAMPO staff  attended meetings of different organizations to present information and distribute surveys.  

An open house was held. 

Several outreach efforts were conducted at the Wichita Transit Center, Mid-Continent Airport, and Wichita 

State University. 

 

Using the Results 

Information from the surveys will be used to help develop the sections of the Metropolitan Transportation 

Plan (MTP) 2035 that address each form of transportation.  

Air  58 Rail 48 Transit (outreach at transit center) 294 

Bicycle 85 Roadway 73  

Pedestrian 50 Transit (on-line) 49  

Personal 
vehicle

91%

Taxi
4%

Shuttle van
5%

Rarely/never, 
56%

A few times a 
year, 40%

Once a month 
or week, 4%

Business
24%Pleasure

76%

Purpose of Air Travel 

Frequency of Airport Use in Region 

Number of Surveys Completed  

 

 

 AIR  

Types of Transportation Used 
To/From Airport 

 

 
When asked what 

would increase your 

use of air travel to/

from the Wichita 

region, the top 3 

answers included:  

 

1: Lower ticket costs; 

2: More direct 

flights; and 

3: More destinations 

offered from 

Wichita. 
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Go to work or school

Go to and from a bus stop

Run errands

Visit family or friends

Exercise or recreation

38%

6%

39%

35%

78%

17%

3%
37%

36%

17%

45%

91%

24%

29%

5%

Frequent (daily/weekly) Occassional (monthly/yearly) Never

Bicycling Trip Frequency by Purpose 

Walking Trip Frequency by Purpose 

  Top 5 Reasons 
  Why People Do Not Walk  

1. Weather 
2. Lack of sidewalks/trails 
3. Not enough time 
4. Destinations are too far 
5. Driving is more convenient 

 

 

 Bicycle  

άMore on road bike lanes 

would help.  There are 

none available in the areas 

L ŎƻƳƳǳǘŜΦέ 

άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ 

more often if a route 

connecting Derby/Wichita 

ǿŀǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 

Top 3 Reasons 
Why People Do Not Bike 

1. Lack of bike lanes and/or paths 
2. Automobile traffic (speed & number of cars) 
3. Lack of bicycle parking/storage 

 

 

 Pedestrian  

 

Go to work or school

Go to and from a bus stop

Run errands

Visit family or friends

Exercise or recreation

28%

14%

35%

42%

83%

10%

30%

31%

15%

62%

86%

35%

27%

2%

Frequent (daily/weekly) Occassional (monthly/yearly) Never

< 1/4 mile
1/4 - 1/2 mile

1/2 - 1 mile
> 1 mile

8% 20% 34% 38%

άLŦ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǇŀǾŜŘ 

and well lit, then walking is a 

ǎŀŦŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŦǳƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦέ 

 

Do you feel safe as 

a bicyclist? 

 

ω ¸ŜǎΣ ол҈ 

ω bƻΣ му҈ 

ω {ƻƳŜǿƘŀǘΣ рн҈ 

 

Do you feel safe 

walking? 

 

ω ¸ŜǎΣ сл҈ 

ω bƻΣ п҈ 

ω {ƻƳŜǿƘŀǘΣ ос҈ 

Distance People Are Willing to Bike 

Distance People Are Willing to Walk 

< 1 
mile
5%

1-2 miles
7%

3-6 miles
23%

> 6 miles
65%
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Work

11%

Live
15%

Work and 

live
28%

Neither 
47%

Wait Time  

< 2 minutes: 10% 

2-5 minutes:  48% 

6-10 minutes:  31% 

> 10 minutes: 4% 

Not Stopped: 6% 

Percentage of People That Work 
or Live Near a Rail Line 

Passenger Rail 
 

96% were in favor of passenger 
rail service in the region. 

 
81% responded that they would 
use light rail as a transit option 
if it was available. 

 

 

 Rail  

 

 
 

Roadway  

Daily, 

15% Weekly, 

6%

Occasionally

69%

Never, 

10%

Frequency of Being Stopped by a 
Train 

Safety Concerns 

Level of Satisfaction by Road Types 

 

54% responded that at-grade rail crossings are a safety 
concern. 
 
65% responded that rail markings and barriers 
are sufficient. 
 
28% responded that the rail system in the region 
delays the response time of emergency 
vehiclesτ57% were unsure. 

ω 
 
 
ω 
 
 
ω 
 

 

Top 3 Safety Concerns 
 

1. Driving habits 
 

2. Bicyclist/pedestrians on roadways 
not designed for them 
 

3. Location of on/off ramps 

Not Sure, 1% Not Sure, 1% Not Sure, 1%

Less congested 

52%

Less congested 

74%

Less congested

34%

The same

29%

The same 
25%

The same 

33%

More congested 
18% More congested 

32%

Rush hours (7am-9am & 

4pm-6pm)
Non rush hours During bad weather, 

accidents, special events

Interstate system

Major streets and highways

Local neighborhood streets

86%

60%

35%

8%

30%

37%

6%

10%

28%

Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Not Satisfied

Biking

30%

Bus 

29%

Walking

22%

Light rail
19%

Perceived Level of Congestion in WAMPO Region 
Compared to Other Regions 

Additional Types of Travel  
Roadways Should be Designed For  
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Bus Trip Frequency by Purpose 

TRANSIT CENTER 

Bus Trip Frequency by Purpose 

ON-LINE SURVEY 

Much greater, 
53%

Somewhat 

greater, 34%

Stay the same, 

10%

Be reduced, 3%
Should a portion of road 
funds be used for transit? 

 
Yes, 88% 

 
No, 2% 

 
Neutral, 10% 

Use for Additional Funds, if Available  Use for Additional Funds, if Available  

 

 

 Transit  

Go to work

Go to school

Medical appointments

Run errands

Social/recreation

69%

29%

34%

75%

61%

7%

5%

52%

16%

21%

24%

66%

14%

9%

18%

Frequent (daily/weekly) Occasional (monthly/yearly) Never

 

Top 3 Reasons People Do Not Ride 
the Bus 

1. IƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
schedule 

2. /ŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
3. Wait at bus stops is too long 

 

Top 3 Reasons People Do Not Ride 
the Bus 

1. Driving is more convenient 
2. /ŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
3. IƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 

schedule 

The surveys taken at the transit center and the surveys filled out on-line did have very different results for the 
purpose of the bus trips, why people do not use the bus more often, and what type of services additional 
funding should be spent on.  However, results from both groups were distributed the same on the question 
regarding funding level.  The results shown below are a combination of both the transit center surveys and the 
on-line surveys. 

How the Funding Levels Should Change in the  
Next 5 Years 


